Renewal of Covenant in the Wesleyan Tradition

Methodists have a long tradition of making covenant with God at the New Year, although most do not currently practice covenant making in the rigorous way of the early Methodists. Our hymnal has the vestiges of the covenant service in the prayer that begins, "I am no longer my own, but thine." ("A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition," 607, The United Methodist Hymnal) 
A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition

I am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee,

exalted for thee or brought low for thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

From the United Methodist Book of Worship:

“You are advised to make this covenant not only in your heart, but in word; not only in word, but in writing. Therefore, with all reverence, lay the service before the Lord as your act and deed. And when you have done this, sign it. Then keep it as a reminder of the holy agreement between God and you that you may remember it during doubts and temptations.” 

What would it mean for you to make or renew your own covenant with God? To recommit yourself to living as a disciple of Christ in 2012? 

(See next page for suggestions for making your covenant in writing.)

My Covenant with God for 2012
This is what it means to me to live as a disciple of Jesus:

These are ways I will nurture my spiritual growth in 2012:

These are ways I will regularly spend time with God and care for my soul:

These are ways I will give myself in service: 

“And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

(See previous page for background to guide your reflections.)

