MAY 2012 CROSSECTION

The United Methodist Church of Davis

Kelly Love, Pastor   Phone (530) 756-2170  
Tuesday, May 1 - Saturday, May 5: Photos for the Pictorial Directory Tuesday - Friday sessions will be from 1:30 - 9 p.m. Saturdays’ session will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday May 6: VIM India Sale Sunday, May 6, 2012 after the 8:30 a.m. and 11 p.m. 
Worship Services. Items brought back by VIM India Team offered for sale to benefit 
women & children in India. 100% of profits returned to organizations visited by Team 
Items available include kurtas, jewelry, purses, clutches, paintings from children.

Saturday, May 12, 2012 - 7:30 p.m. Vocal Art Ensemble here at the United Methodist Church of Davis Sanctuary
Sunday, May 13:  Monthly Food Collection: Remember to bring food items to share
                            with STEAC and Grace in Action.

Sunday, May 20: Special Offering Native American Ministries/World Communion  
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A “Love” Note-

from your Pastor 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Easter is not one Sunday; Easter is a season, though too often we forget that.  The Easter season lasts 50 days, called "Eastertide" or sometimes "the great 50 days." All of this just means that we have seven weeks to celebrate the resurrection message of hope, new life and God's dramatic action on our behalf. 

 

I am feeling hopeful about new life in our ministries with children and youth at DUMC. Many volunteers and parents have helped keep things going in our time in-between staff members, and I am so grateful to you all! Now, with our Director in place and with our scheduling interviews for the position of Youth Group Leader, we have and will have the staff support these areas have needed. 

 

I believe this church has a heart for our children, and I believe it is very important that we do have a heart for our children. Surely, passing our faith along to the younger ones among us must be one of our highest priorities! 

 

Staffing is enormously helpful for this. But it is not the end of the story. No matter how well-staffed we are, effective ministry with children and youth requires SO many volunteers. Every kid needs to know that there are adults - more than one! - who know their name, care about their interests, and care about their growing relationship with God. Some of these adults will be Sunday school teachers or volunteers with the youth group. Some will simply be part of the "village" this church is, that raises our children in faith. 

 

If you love kids, please don't be shy about volunteering! There are small roles as well as large ones, and with Bria on staff we can offer orientation, training, and support if you have the heart but aren't confident about your skills or experience. And when we come knocking - asking you to give some time or talent to our ministries with children & youth - please, consider it prayerfully - and say yes!

 

See you in church! 

 

Yours through the Risen Christ,


Welcome: New Director of Children's & Youth Ministries
Welcome to our newest staff-member: Bria Stevens. Bria began work as our Director of Children's & Youth Ministries on April 13th, and many of you had a chance to meet her on Sunday, April 22nd. Bria demonstrates a deep and genuine love of God, and a passion for nurturing the faith journeys of children and youth.

 

Bria is adjunct faculty in the English Department at American River College - work she has been doing for 8 years. She prefers to do this work part-time, and has worked a variety of jobs to round out her work life. For the past three years, Bria has been the Administrative Assistant at the Fair Oaks United Methodist Church, where she worked with Pastor Kelly. This experience, together with her volunteer work in the church, has helped her recognize a call to move into more of a ministry role.

 

Bria has experience with every dimension of children's and youth ministry in the church. She has taught Sunday school; worked on Vacation Bible School each summer as a college student; and led church youth groups at Grace Presbyterian Church in Sacramento as well as at the Fair Oaks United Methodist Church.

 

Before deciding to become an English major with an eye toward teaching at the community college level, Bria considered being an Elementary school teacher, and took many credits in child development and related subjects. In addition, she has worked at a music studio teaching voice lessons to school age children, and at an afterschool program, teaching art and creative writing.

 

Bria's father is a Presbyterian minister. Between life-long church participation as a "Preacher's Kid" and her time as a church Administrative Assistant, Bria is deeply familiar with the ins and outs of church life, from organizing volunteers to planning programs and more.

 

Welcome, Bria!

Historical Notes - Kathy Schinski

Since Heritage Sunday is in May, this month I have decided to use a consolidated history of Davis UMC that Jim Cramer asked me to draft so he could use the information in his report. Part one will address the Community and World  outreach of our church from 1960's to the present. Next month, I will write about the Internal growth and spiritual activities of Davis UMC through the years.

In the 50 years of our history, members of Davis UMC have participated in World Mission, Community Service, Socially Supportive Member Interactions, and Spiritual Growth. During the 60's and 70's, Davis UMC initiated many social programs that are still effective in the Davis community such as STEAC, Suicide Prevention and Community Meals. Pastors and members also served in city offices and on the school board. In the 80's and 90's Davis UMC remained participants in these and other programs like Hospice, Habitat for Humanity of Yolo County, Communicare, Friends Outside, and Community Gardens. A Reconciling Congregation since 1997,we continue our community outreach by added participation in the Rotating Winter Shelter, Grace in Action, Low Carbon Diet, Foster Care Outreach and New Community Garden. Church members and clergy are actively involved in CA House. We also helped initiate various local interfaith organizations such as Celebration of Abraham and Care For God's Creation. 

On a larger scale, National and World Missions have also been part of Davis UMC. In the 60's as well as currently, some members will have participated in Civil Rights marches in Selma, Alabama and other locations. Youth Groups have taken trips to build homes in Mexico and in New Orleans after Katrina to help restore housing. We support Missionaries from our church in places like Zimbabwe,  and a V. I.M. group just returned from India where we sponsor several children. Members of the congregation have also been active in groups like Friends of Rutilo Grande. Sales of goods made in African or South American countries bring in extra revenue and donations to people in need. Through the years, several women members of our church have been inspired to become ministers and they continue to spread their vocational message throughout the USA.

The United Methodist Men 

(UMM) will continue to meet weekly...
Wednesdays 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Come join us for breakfast and fellowship at Black Bear Restaurant, 2nd & B St. 
Contact Jerry Beaman (753-4555) if you have questions or would like more information. 

The Vocal Art Ensemble presents
Inkspell--Choral Music Inspired by Masters of Poetry
The Vocal Art Ensemble, an adult a capella chorus dedicated to music meticulously prepared and lovingly performed, conjures an alchemy of song and stage. Poems penned by Shakespeare, Frost, and Rumi magically weave into luminous vocal textures and choral masterpieces bubbling with beauty and humor. Includes poetry enactments directed by Russell St Clair of Daedalus Performance Company.

Friday, May 11, 2012 - 7:30pm 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral - 2620 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento

Saturday, May 12, 2012 - 7:30 p.m. 
United Methodist Church of Davis - 1620 Anderson Road, Davis

Sunday, May 13, 2012 - 4:00pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis - 27074 Patwin Road, Davis

Suggested donation: $6-20

For info visit www.vae.trug.com or call (530) 757-2396


Children's Choir and Drama are Thrilled to Share:
Congregation Bet Haverim and the Episcopal Church of St. Martin will present the 8th Annual Children’s Interfaith Musical - Tim Rice's and Andrew Lloyd Weber’s classic Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat! On Sunday May 6th at Bet Haverim. Children from all faiths have gathered to put on this amazing show. From our own congregation, John and Paloma Campi, and William Vanucci will be participating!
SUMMARY AND THANK YOU’S

2012 PLANT SALE

The Grace Garden Annual Plant Sale was amazing. We had more people attend than in the previous two years. Some came from as far away as Placerville and Shingle Springs. It was a constant flow of friends, neighbors and community. Lots of tomatoes, assorted vegetables, iris, flowers, sunflowers, and herbs sold quickly. This year mini garden 6 packs were planted.  Each 6 pack included 2 tomatoes, 2 basils and 2 other vegetables or flowers.  

Grace Garden volunteers are awesome. The day before the sale Phi Delta Theta fraternity helped bring the heavy tables out to the parking lot. On the day of the sale, volunteers helped set up, brought the flats from the hoop house, answered questions, and helped get the plants to the cars. That came after spending the last few months planting seeds, watering, opening and closing the hoop house on warm days, and generally caring for the seedlings. So a BIG THANK YOU to ALL who helped out. It doesn’t matter how much you did, it is all important. The results were a very successful Annual Plant Sale. We made almost twice as much as we did last year. This wouldn’t have happened without you. God has truly blessed us. – Cid Barcellos
Church & Society
FEED MY SHEEP - Have you noticed the new receptacles for our monthly food collection? They are clearly marked and can be found in both the Narthex to the Sanctuary and the entrance to the Fellowship Hall. Our monthly collections are delivered to STEAC and Grace House and are intended to assist those in our community in need of support in this regard. Our congregation's contributions of non-perishable food items have lessened in the past few months. Our April collection totaled 40 pounds. 
We are a congregation of giving! If every one of us would bring at least one can or other type of non-perishable food item once a month (second Sunday of each month) we would fill both receptacles easily. Let's get started on the first Sunday in May! Shall we? Encourage your children to participate as well. The food items will be brought forward during each service on the second Sunday for a blessing. To accommodate those who might have forgotten their items on the designated Sunday, the bins will be available until the following Wednesday morning when the food will be delivered to STEAC and Grace House. Mark your calendars and many blessings on behalf of those in our community who will receive our gifts. Could we possibly increase our giving in May to total 75 pounds? I'll keep you posted! Contact Wanda Kennedy, 759-9495 with questions and/or comments.

Grace in Action
To help us serve our homeless guests, Grace in Action is in need of donations of canned fruit, white men's crew socks, 5x7 tarps, and new or gently used sleeping bags. For more information, please see our website at www.Grace-in-Action.org/ or call 530-792-1053.  
 

Special Offering May 20: Native American Ministries & World Communion Sunday

Thank you for your generous donations to our special offerings each month. Our special offering this month will be divided between two of the six UMC special church-wide offerings: Native American Ministries and World Communion Sunday.  

 

Donations to Native American Ministries are divided in two: Half are used to develop and strengthen local Native American ministries within the conference and half are used to provide scholarships for American Indians attending the church's schools of theology and the Native American Urban Initiative of the General Board of Global Ministries.

Donations to the World Communion fund scholarships for students outside the US as well as scholarships for ethnic and racial minority students inside the US as they work to prepare for leadership in mission in church and society. 

May 2012 Contemporary Issues Forums
Forums meet Sundays between services (9:45-10:50) in the Walker Room
 
May 6: The Davis City Water Project
with Brett Lee, Engineer and Davis City Council Candidate and Matt Williams, Member of the Water Advisory Committee.*
The Davis City Council is currently facing complex decisions related to our water supply.  The City has proposed accessing surface water from the Sacramento River and building a new water treatment plant. The cost for the proposed project is approximately $160 million. Brett Lee and Matt Williams will make a short presentation about the issues and options followed by questions and discussion. (*Matt will be speaking as a private citizen, not as a representative of the Water Advisory Committee.) 

May 13: Celebrate Bike Month:  What's new in the City’s effort to reduce car miles? with Robb Davis, Vice-Chair of the Davis Bicycle Advisory Commission and member of Davis Bicycles!
An active advocate for cycling, Robb will update us on City plans related to cycling and other efforts to reduce car miles in Davis.  Some of the issues include plans to establish bikeways on some city streets, data on children biking to school, and green waste in the bike lines.  

May 20: The Prison System and Its Impact on the African-American Community with Dr. Tilahun Yilma, Director, International Laboratory of Molecular Biology for Tropical Disease Agents, UC Davis; Distinguished Professor of Virology, UC Davis School of Medicine and UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine
A world-renowned scientist, Dr. Yilma is also a committed speaker on the problem of our exploding prison system and its dramatic impact on African-American men. Come and learn more about this issue and ways that we can influence this growing problem.
 
The statistics on incarceration in the US are staggering.  According to a recent New Yorker article, "More than half of all black men without a high-school diploma go to prison at some time in their lives....In truth, there are more black men in the grip of the criminal-justice system—in prison, on probation, or on parole—than were in slavery [in 1850].  Over all, there are now more people under ‘correctional supervision’ in America—more than six million—than were in the Gulag Archipelago under Stalin at its height.  That city of the confined and the controlled, Lockuptown, is now the second largest in the United States.”  (The Caging of America, by Adam Gopnik, 1/30/12 New Yorker).
May 27: Memorial Day Weekend.  No Forum
CoolCalifornia Energy Challenge
The City of Davis is competing against nine other California cities in the CoolCalifornia Challenge, to see which city can reduce its carbon footprint and conserve energy the most. The winning city receives a large monetary award. Within Davis, outreach for household participants is being conducted partly through churches. The Lutheran Church of the Incarnation and the Unitarian Universalist Church have challenged our church to see who can conserve the most energy.
If you’re not into competition or sustainability, consider that conserving energy saves money, and the savings can then be used for more useful purposes.

Households can sign up to participate on line.  You get points for low current consumption as well as for reductions over the year, so people who did the Low Carbon Diet are especially invited to participate.

At Davis UMC, Church Council and the Church & Society Committee encourage members to participate in the CoolCalifornia Challenge. We view this as a crucial part of our commitment to care for God’s creation and practice responsible stewardship of resources.  Watch for further information in emails and an information table in the Fellowship Hall.

“May is Bike Month” is HERE!! 

During the month of May, we encourage you to find new ways to reduce carbon emissions, especially by bicycling, walking, using public transportation, carpooling, etc. for getting to work, to church, and for other errands. Davis UMC has a team participating in the Sacramento region’s “May is Bike Month” and logging their bicycle miles for the month of May. If you would like to join us and log your miles, register online with the Davis UMC team at: http://www.mayisbikemonth.com/ (We are team #133 in the list.) Let’s see if we can beat our team’s previous totals and reach 1,000 miles biked!! Contact Karen Hudson-Bates if you have questions.
Worship Ministry

The rustling of thin pages, the flipping through the names of the prophets, psalms, gospels, in search of a particular passage, the fine print, sometimes even in red, the weight of the book in our hands, the names of previous owners inscribed in the front . . . 

There was a time in my twenties when I carried my Bible with me everywhere, thought nothing of opening it up while waiting for a bus or sitting at a lunch counter. Occasionally I see people still doing this, though not necessarily from DUMC. It is clear there are plenty of people in our congregation who read and study and pray with their Bibles on a regular basis. But I suspect there are also many of us for whom daily Bible reading is a rather quaint or unknown practice. Or something we only do in private or in a crisis.

A couple months ago I watched intrigued as Rev. Kristin opened up the big black Bible we have in the sanctuary. She had to hunt for it first. The Bible was on the organ bench that day. Then she had to find the scripture reading, carry the Bible over to the too small lectern to read from it. Something about that moment felt both lovely and awkward.  

It also sparked some conversations later about where the Bible should be located during our worship service. Not on the organ bench was obvious. But does the Bible belong on the table which some of us call the altar and others the communion table? Should it be open or closed? And how are we using the Bible in worship? As a decoration, a symbol, a foundational guide to our everyday living?

These conversations have led me to further questions: Why is it that we don’t read from an actual Bible during worship these days, relying on the front page of our bulletin or the screen instead ? Why do so few – if any – of us bring our Bibles to church and read along? Have we lost something precious by rarely opening the Bible in worship? What  message do we send children, newcomers and one another by the way we use the Bible – or not – in church on Sunday mornings?

These are some of the questions Worship Ministry will consider in the next couple months. We’ve already discussed and worked on ways to make sure the big black Bible is in clear view on Sunday mornings and treated with all the respect it is due. There have also been conversations about whether the Bible should have its own stand or if the lectern can be made bigger so the Bible can easily rest there, maybe even be used. We welcome your thoughts, memories, and suggestions about the use of the Bible in worship as we reflect on this topic. – Chris Fry (revcfry@aol.com )

May Birthdays
5/01
Rita Lundin

5/02
Paloma Campi

5/02
Amanda Seguin
5.03 
Emma Vannucci-Mounce
5/04
Terri Wegener

5/05
Sarah Williams

5/08
Estell Jones

5/12
Emily Pickens-Jones

5/13 
Ruth Reid

5/13
John Jewell

5/16
Win Sinclair

5/17 
Bill Buchanan

5/17
Susan Padgett

5/17
Martina Glaros

5/17
Hannah Tutt

5/18
Robert Medearis
 

5/19
Betsy Marchand

5/20
Blanche Shannon

5/20
Bob Fretwell
 

5/20
Megan Houpt
 

5/21
Courtney Wegener-Stuekerjuergen
 

5/22
Megan Coontz
 
5/22
Else Tollerup
5/23
Margot Clark

5/24
Elizabeth Archer

5/25 
Clay Ballard

5/27 
Annie Holte

5/27 
Judith McKibben

5/28
Terry Lee

5/31 
Chuck Shannon

5/31
Kimberly Gerriets

5/31
David Fyhrie
5/31 
Kimberly Gerriets

5/31
Chuck Shannon
[image: image3.png]Planning Your

Retirement and Estat

You are invited to attend our
Sunday Luncheon & Mini-seminar

January 11, 2009 at noon

Speakers:
Irving B. Joseph, ID
Don Hedrick
Marcus Clark

The following topics will be covered:

*Planring Your Will Living Trust
*Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care
+The Trust Approach With Triple-Tax Benefits
*Retirernent Planning Techniques

Noon-2:00PM UMCD Fellowship Hall

January 11, 2009 R.S.V.P. Sue Woods 753-7974
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May Anniversaries
5/23
Blanche & Chuck Shannon  

5/24
Cori & Mike Guzman

5/25
Sheryl Patterson, Carl Vandagriff

5/29
Janice & Larry Morand

5/29
Lorraine & Jerry Beaman

If we don’t have your birth date or 

Anniversaries please let us know.

THANK YOUS

Thanks to Jean Becket, Jerry Beaman, Clara Robison and Sherill Futrell who come to fold the worship bulletins on Friday mornings.

Also, a big thank you to the Paccorini/ Hoffman family for putting the sermon titles on the church sign each week. 

Thank you to Marilyn Hoppes who is the coordinator of Fellowship time and thanks to Rita Lundin who picks up the water for us at 
H20 to go.
Below is the link for the calendar.

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=davisumc&PHPSESSID=19b5f7295b6d31546325c543b6608d08&jsenabled=1&winH=621 



Finance and Stewardship for March 2012
	
	March Actual
	Year to date actual
	Year to date budget

	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	$25,477.00
	$80,444.00
	$88,560.00

	
	
	
	

	EXPENSES
	$27,483.00
	$76,474.00
	$88,118.00

	
	
	
	

	NET
	-($2,006)
	$3,970.00
	$444.16


Numbers are rounded to nearest whole numbers

Both giving and expenses are under budget year to date. 
Finance Ministry is concerned that pledges are down by $11,211 or 14% of year to date budgeted pledge revenue.  Expenses are down as well largely due to two unfilled staff positions which will be filled by the end of April.  

Revenue from facility use is up year to date.  

Mission giving was $1,802 and mission expenses were $1,044 which includes $522 each to Heifer Project and Freedom from Hunger.

Members are encouraged, as they are able, to fulfill their monthly pledges.     [image: image1.jpg]
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