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This month I had the pleasure of interviewing two Platinum Badge Master Gardeners.  Both 
Cid and Gwen spend many hours tending the gardens, doing presentations and teaching 
students at Grace Garden in Davis.   
 
Getting to Know … Gwen Oliver Duff 
 
Sharon Schwarz (SS): Where were you born and where are you from? 
Gwen Oliver (GO): I was born in Norfolk Virginia, and spent my childhood in La Grange, Illinois. I moved to 
California in 1958 when my father was hired as a design engineer with Lockheed Space.  
 
SS: What is your background/profession? 
GO: I received a BS in Textile and Material Science major but when I graduated the textile field was going 
through downsizing (although we didn’t call it that back then).  My career has predominately been in the Life 
Science field, March of Dimes, State of California.  I was the manager for the Western Center for Agricultural 
Health and Safety at UC Davis.  After four years with the Center, I was hired by Cowell Student Health Center 
in their Health Education Program as an analyst for their Alcohol Risk Reduction program. Other career positions 
were with the March of Dimes, CalRecycle, and the Division of Land Resource Protection at the State. 
 
SS: What made you want to become a Master Gardener? 

Cid Barcellos (left) and 
Gwen Oliver Duff (right) at 
Grace Gardens in Davis.   
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GO: Gardening has always been part of my family, so I guess you could say that the “Gardening-DNA” was 
transferred to me. My parents were both gardeners and my grandfather had a ¼ acre garden as well.  While in 
college, numerous roommates told me, “You could kill a petrified forest”.  This stuck with me until I finally had 
an opportunity to take the Master Gardener training.  I don’t do well with growing plants in pots, but give me a 
little piece of dirt and I’ll turn that dirt into soil and my plants will thrive! 
 
SS: What year did you graduate the Master Gardener program? 
GO: I graduated the MG program in 2000.  
 
SS: What do you enjoy about our Yolo County Master Gardener community? 
GO:  I enjoy the learning aspect and sharing knowledge with our other MGs.  I have also learned that every MG 
has their own microclimate in their yards and that a microclimate can change over time.  
  
SS: What projects/venues are you currently involved in within the MG community 
GO: I currently volunteer at Grace Gardens in Davis.  I am also involved with writing articles for The Garden 
Doctor newsletter.  In addition, I enjoy giving presentations.  What presentations you ask?  ‘Vegetable/Flower 
Gardening’, ‘What is a bulb, corm, rhizome?’, ‘Getting your garden ready for the spring/fall,’ ‘Cover crops’.  And 
just about anything to do with gardening.  I love to research areas that are unfamiliar to me.  I’ve presented for 
the University Farm Circle, libraries throughout Yolo County, Ace Hardware, Grace Garden, and at the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Senior Community in Davis. 
 	
SS: Do you have a particular gardening interest? 
GO:  I love all aspects of gardening – pollinators and vegetables seem to be my favorites.  Over the last 2-3 years 
I have developed an interest in gardening with succulents.  Water-wise and “slow the flow” gardening has always 
been an interest of mine. It just makes sense to conserve water, but at the same time having an inviting garden. 
 
 
SS: Besides gardening and MG volunteering, what other hobbies do you enjoy in your free time? 
GO:  I love to travel and explore other cultures. I have learned that ‘gardening’ is a great conversation opener.  
I also volunteer with the ‘Arts Alive Program’ through the California Musical Theatre in Sacramento.  Learning 
and being exposed to new thoughts and experiences enriches my life. My husband and I regularly attend the 
Sacramento Speaker Series and have heard speakers from around the world whether their topic be sports, politics, 
comedy, the arts, the series always broadens my perspective. 
 
SS: What advice would you give to the recently graduated Master Gardeners? 
GO: I would tell them, “Just jump in. It is easy to feel overwhelmed but take this program in stride.  Find an 
interest. Join a committee.  And even though it is impossible to know everything, this program gives you the 
resources to the answers”.   It is fun to share the knowledge. 
	

 
 

 
 

Getting to Know … Cid Barcellos 
 
Sharon Schwarz (SS): Where were you born and where are you from? 
Cid Barcellos (CB): I was born in Orinda California.  I went to College in Oregon, then on to Sac State.  I have 
my degree in Sociology.  I moved to Davis in 1991. 
 
SS: What is your background/profession? 
CB: I was an Administrative Assistant and worked for an Oncologist and Neurosurgeon. 
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SS: What made you want to become a Master Gardener? 
CB: I wanted to know more about gardening. My grandfather was a gardener and I remember he took me into his 
garden when I was about 8 or 9 years old.  He told me I could only look at the plants and flowers, and ‘don’t 
touch’.   Finally, he gave me the job of ‘picking the pansies’ in his garden.  To this day I grow pansies in my 
garden to pay a tribute to my grandpa.  
 
SS: What year did you graduate the Master Gardener program? 
CB: I originally became a Master Gardener in 1986 in Oregon and maintained that certification from 1986-1991.  
I became a Yolo County Master Gardener in 1998.  
 
SS: What do you enjoy about our Yolo County Master Gardener community? 
CB: I really enjoy sharing ideas, stories and information with other MGs.  I also find pleasure in connecting to 
the public and the community.  
 
SS: What projects/venues are you currently involved in within the MG community 
CB:  I have been involved with Grace Gardens since its inception – we just celebrated our 10th year.  I write a 
monthly Grace Garden Update for the Bloomin’ News.  (Be sure to check out her Grace Garden Update in this 
issue).  
 
SS: Do you have a particular gardening interest? 
CB: I am interested in all aspects of gardening, but my main focus has become vegetables. 
 
SS: Besides gardening and MG volunteering, what other hobbies do you enjoy in your free time? 
CB: I enjoy spending time with my grandson.  We are expecting a second grandchild in March 2020.  I also love 
quilting and singing in the choir.  I also enjoy traveling, when time allows.  (Gwen shared that Cid has a great 
sense of humor). 
 
SS:  What advice would you give to the recently graduated Master Gardeners? 
CB:  I would recommend they should: “Start with your passion and go from there”.  Additionally, I would tell 
them to “be open to everything as everything is interrelated”.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you, Gwen and Cid, for sharing your stories and giving 
us the opportunity to getting to know both of you better! 

 


