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June 18, 2020 

A Summertime Pastoral Letter 
 

Siblings of faith, brothers, and sisters, 
 

So much has happened since we last gathered for an in-person worship service, that, in this letter, I am 
attempting  to trace the timeline from the point of our departure due to the Covid-19 virus to the possibilities 
for re-constituting ourselves physically in our sanctuary.  To that end, a team from our congregation has 
convened to discuss what safe measures we can take to minimize risk and maximize our presence together.  
Later this month, that team will gather in Grace Garden at the back of our property to meet, walk through our 
facilities, and assess more precisely what kinds of measures will be best suited to each phase of gathering. 
Guidelines provided by the State of California and Bishop Minerva Carcano, who presides over our California-
Nevada Conference of the United Methodist Church, (whichever is deemed most protective) will determine the 
practices and pace of our re-gathering as a community of faith – see the enclosed “Re-Opening Grid”.  Our 
efforts to date span phases 1, 2, and 3.  Although our isolation and anxiety can be a burden to bear in our 
quarantined context, none of us want to gather prematurely out of an abundance of caution to “do no harm” 
and to maintain good health until a vaccine or immunity is available.   

As we do this work, I hold in the forefront of my mind those of you who have yet to find the means or 
wherewithal to connect to our “Live Streaming” or “Pre-Recorded” worship services, each Sunday at 11:00 AM.  
In fact, if that applies to you, know that you are one of the very reasons I’ve written this pastoral letter; so that 
we can connect in at least this way, until other ways become possible!  Likely,  you realize that we were 
unaccustomed to providing these means for social media distribution, and none of us was prepared for the 
Covid-19 circumstances and the preventative measures needed to address its threat.  Indeed, the learning curve 
has been steep to arrive where we are now.  Without the skillset of our audio/visual technicians, Dave Atkinson 
and Dick Dowell,  and the assistance of our office manager, Chris Vincenti, what we currently provide would be 
greatly diminished.  Still, I am aware that some of you have met with confounding obstacles while making your 
best and repeated efforts to connect to our social media platform (Facebook and our website, at present).  
Please know that we have been and are continuing to research and install whatever hardware, software, and 
additional media platforms (like YouTube or Zoom) might optimize accessibility and production quality.  Your 
patience is so appreciated as we make our best efforts onsite.  An article from www.UMC.org garnered my 
attention related to our efforts - See this related link: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/it-heroes-kept-church-
going-during-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR3g1iGVJPkoTNigzYMuQ8AO6Hfu7MyMloDPSxiHnik71lfa8j5VCvK3bt4  

While worship has been our broadest and first area of attention and concern in this time of Covid-19 
crisis, the work of the church has continued in every area largely by means of the ZOOM internet platform.  
Ministries of administration (Church Council, Staff-Parish Relations, Finance, and Trustees) have been meeting 
according to our monthly schedule.  Service and Justice has been actively advocating for legislation and faith 
formation in the areas of climate crisis, homelessness, and racial justice.  In fact, you’ll soon seen a large banner 
posted on our church property advocating “Black Lives Matter” along with our annual emphasis and advocacy 
for a church inclusive of our LGBTQIA+ siblings.  Worship Committee has focused on the décor you see during 
our “Live Streaming” Sunday Services and has advocated for variety and participation in music, liturgy, prayer, 
and word.  Recently, we attempted a pre-recorded worship service that has met with some acclaim – thank you, 
Julia!  That particular format allows for the broadest variety of participation, even though the “real-time” 
element of “live streaming” is absent.  Some Emmaus groups continue to meet.  Congregational Care is regularly 
monitored by Susie O’Bryant who is joined by Louanne Horsfield.  Consequently, many of you have a “phone 
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buddy” who calls you at regular intervals to provide some company in these times.  Judith McKibben provides 
updates for our “Prayer Chain”, and Caroline Chantry continues to work with our Stephen Ministry caregivers. 

Faith Formation across age groups continues, as well.  Julia Butler provides a time with our children in 
worship and distributes curriculum our parents can use at home with their children.  John Uhte, Julia Butler, and 
I meet with our Youth Group every other week via ZOOM.  And, Sunday, July 5th, Sara Tillema and Aron Tillema 
begin a ZOOM course on the prophets.  Please see the following details and reserve your place here: 
 

Let Justice Roll Down: Reading the Prophets Today 
By their very nature, the Prophets were not the most popular figures: they called attention to the 

injustices of the day, much to the dismay of their listeners. However, the Hebrew Prophets offer some of the 
most thoughtful critiques on issues that still plague our world. This July, join Sara and Aron Tillema as we 
consider the messages of the prophets, and how their voices might convict and empower us to the work of 
justice today. 

July 5: Establishing a Lens: How to Read the Prophets 
July 12: The Prophets and Empire 
July 19: The Prophets and Wealth 
July 26: The Prophets and Climate Justice 

 
No background on the Prophets is necessary, and no textbook required (other than your Bible, of course). 

Join us every Sunday in July at 9:45am via Zoom. To sign up to receive the Zoom link, complete this form or send 
an email to Sara (sara@cahouse.org).  I’m so grateful to have Sara and Aron Tillema offer their gifts in these 
times.  Their gifts and ministry hold incredible promise for the Church as it blooms for future generations!  
Consider attending the course and finding hope for our trying times! 

 

While addressing all the various administrative, programmatic aspects of church life, and attending to 
my responsibilities to ministries of our conference – Los Rios District Committee on Ordained Ministry and the 
Conference Board of Pensions – I continue to develop themes and a message for our times of worship and 
afterward I offer an hour of fellowship “Church Chat” on the ZOOM platform.  By phone and with some physically 
distanced visits, I provide pastoral care.  Even on a ZOOM platform, I have offered with your beloved former 
pastor, Darrell Darling, a beautiful memorial service for Rev. Clay Ballard.  Also, I meet with our youth regularly, 
who long to meet in person but are assigned to ZOOM gatherings until we can meet safely otherwise.   

Later this Summer and into the months of Fall, I will offer two sermons series.  In July through August, I 
will offer a sermon series on The Parables of Jesus, drawing from her book Short Stories by Jesus authored by 
Amy-Jill Levine.  September through October my sermons will be based on a number of social justice issues and 
will draw from Materiality as Resistance: Five Elements for Moral Action in the Real World by Walter 
Brueggemann.  Our fellowship “Church Chat” sessions in those months provide us a chance for conversation 
and to share your insights on the material.  Issues of racial equality, the census, and the upcoming presidential 
election weigh on my heart as I prepare for these messages.  Additionally, Dori Marshall, chairperson of our 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee, will offer a Bible study in the weeks of Advent this year titled Manger and 
Mystery: An Advent Adventure by Marilyn Brown Oden.  Please participate as often as you can and allow the 
material, the Spirit, and our time together strengthen our faith in a time of Covid-19 exile. 

There are so many gifts among us that can sustain our faith in community and make us resilient for the 
days ahead.  Thank you for your generosity and gifts as a church in these unanticipated days of wellbeing and 
social/spiritual consciousness!  In such times, what we have practiced by faith becomes quite practical in 
function!  Our life as a faith community serves us well! 
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Before closing this portion of my letter, I briefly mention a change at the district level of our UMC 
Conference.  Rev. Schuyler Rhodes has been district superintendent for our church for the last 7 or so years and  
will now retire as he leaves the appointment.  He will take a time of respite at his Woodland residence for the 
remainder of June and in July will be appointed half-time to a congregation elsewhere in the conference.  We 
wish he and his family great joy and offer our gratitude for his years of service as a pastor and as our district 
superintendent.  Godspeed, Schuyler! 

Consequently, on July 1st, we will receive and welcome our next district superintendent: the Rev. Shinya 
Goto, 40, who was born in Tokyo, Japan and immigrated to the United States at the age of 12.  He has lived in 
Southern California, the Bay Area, and Seattle.   

Rev. Goto earned a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Washington in Seattle, and a M.Div. from 
the Pacific School of Religion (PSR) in Berkeley.  

Shinya is married to the Rev. Jennifer Goto, pastor of St. Paul's UMC, San Jose.  The couple met while 
studying at PSR and married 14 years ago.  They are the proud parents of two children, a son Dakota who is 12, 
and a daughter Reina who is six. -- https://elcaminoreal.cnumc.org/staff  

We offer gratitude to God, to Bishop Carcano, and to Schuyler and Shinya for their faithful leadership 
and for all faithful servants who walk the way of Jesus in every ministry of the church - all of which begins with 
local congregations! 
 As I sign-off, let me encourage you to read the additional pages of this letter, as they contain even more 
information.  Hope it doesn’t confuse you.  But, if you have questions or comment, please send me an email at 
RevBOffice@davisumc.org or call me using my number in the church directory. 
  

May the blessing, grace, joy, and strength of the Spirit be yours! – Pastor Brandon 
 

Our 2020 Timeline 
Here you will find a brief outline from the beginning of the year to where we are now and a peek into the rest 
of the year for what has been planned and what may be possible.  This is not intended to be a comprehensive 
or an exhaustive listing of calendared services, classes, or meetings and may be modified monthly or as 
evolving circumstances allow or dictate. You may need to refer to the earlier portion of this letter for details 
regarding some of the items below.  I know it’s a lot of material, but I’m doing my level best to lay out a path 
and keep us connected.  You should stay posted by means of our weekly digital “eNewsletter” or contact our 
church office or nearby church neighbor for a printed version.   
 A final note: as we make our way forward, I will be experimenting a bit and tweaking various rhythms 
for my physical and online visibility with you until I discover a work/need balance (what you see below is not my 
full calendar by any means!).  That is to say that you can anticipate that any changes I make to the Timeline will 
likely be from month-to-month and not within a given month that has been already posted.  For example: I 
expect the month of July will remain as you see it below.  You’ll notice that I expect to be available physically or 
even by ZOOM more on some Sundays than on other Sundays.  As I live into that schedule, I’ll be able to adjust 
as needed for the coming month of August, and so on.   
 

January  Wednesday, 1st: New Year’s Day 
February 
March 

- Sunday, 22nd: First “distanced” Worship Experience via emailed links 
- Sunday, 29th: First “Live Streaming” Worship Service via Facebook 
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April 
- Sunday,        5th: Palm Sunday 
- Thursday,    9th: Maundy Thursday – “Virtual” Labyrinth Walk 
- Friday      10th: Good Friday - Bishop Carcano’s pre-recorded worship service 
- Wednesday  22nd: Church Council meets via ZOOM 

May Government Stimulus Package (PPP) received to fund staff payroll through mid-July 
June 

- Sunday,      7th: “Church Chat” @ 1:00 PM begins on ZOOM 
- Sunday,  14th: First fully pre-recorded worship service via Facebook  
- Sunday,  14th: Re-Opening Task Force – first conversation 
- Saturday,  27th: Re-Opening Task Force – first “on grounds” Grace Garden meeting 

July 
- Sunday, 5th:  

NEW! 9:45 AM  “Reading the Prophets Today” course begins - weekly thru July 26th  
            11:00 AM “Live Streaming” Worship – weekly 
NEW!       New Sermon Series: The Parables of Jesus – thru August 30th 
 1:00 PM “Church Chat” w/ Pastor via ZOOM  
NEW! 2:30 – 5:00 PM “Visit w/ Pastor at Church” by call or email appointment only! 
 6:00 PM  Youth Group via ZOOM  
 

- Sunday, 12th: 9:45 AM  “Reading the Prophets Today” - weekly thru July 26th  
            11:00 AM “Live Streaming” Worship – weekly 
 1:00 PM “Church Chat” via ZOOM  
 

- Sunday, 19th: 9:45 AM  “Reading the Prophets Today” - weekly thru July 26th  
            11:00 AM “Live Streaming” Worship – weekly 
       Special Offering – Service & Justice 
 1:00 PM “Church Chat” w/ Pastor via ZOOM  
 2:30 – 5:00 PM “Visit w/ Pastor at Church” by appointment only  
 6:00 PM  Youth Group via ZOOM  
 

- Sunday, 26th: 9:45 AM  “Reading the Prophets Today”  
            11:00 AM “Pre-Recorded” Worship – once or twice monthly? 
 1:00 PM “Church Chat” via ZOOM  

August 
September  

Sunday, 6th  NEW! Sermon Series: A Passion for the Possible – thru October 25th 
Friday 18th – Monday 21st  “Cal-Nev Annual Conference Session” ? 

October 
November  
 Sunday 29th  First Sunday of Advent 
  NEW! Advent Study “Manger and Mystery” by Marilyn Brown Oden w/ Dori Marshall 
December 
 Thursday 24th Christmas Eve Service 
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