
 
“Let Everyone Who Has Ears, Listen!” 

A Sermon Series on The Parables of Jesus 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

July 12, 2020 – 11:00 a.m. “Live Stream” 
 

Davis United Methodist Church 
 

 
We Are a Reconciling and an Inclusive Community of Faith Open 

and Affirming to the LGBTQIA Community and to All 
Committed to Living and Teaching The Love of Jesus Christ  



Order of Service for the Worship of God 
 
 

UMH = United Methodist Hymnal      FWS = Faith We Sing 
 

GOD CALLS US TO GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
“In the name of Jesus, the Christ and our brother, you are most welcome!” 

 
The Light of God’s Presence is Among Us 
 
Prelude “The Lord’s My Shepherd”  
 
**Hymn of Worship “To What can the Kin-dom of God be Compared”  

 

1. To what can the kingdom of God be compared? 
A mustard seed falls where a field's been prepared, 
And there, where predictable plantings should be, 
There grows up a wild bush — as big as a tree! 
God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
Your reign is amazing, your ways still astound, 
Just like that new life springing forth from the ground. 
 
2. A small bit of leaven will change the whole bread: 
A poor woman sees that her neighbors are fed, 
A church reaches out to the youth in the town, 
A man shares his faith and God's blessings abound. 
God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
Your reign is among us, creation is blessed, 
When even a few faithful lives change the rest. 
 
3. While some look for treasure or one priceless pearl, 
God's reign is the gift wise ones seek in this world. 
A girl sells possessions to help those in need; 
A boy chooses faithfulness rather than greed. 
God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise: 
Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives. 
Your reign is a treasure that wise ones pursue; 
May we seek your kingdom in all that we do. 

Call To Worship             Pastor 
 

One:  Family of the Church, though it is day, our North Star shines for us.  
All:    We are here to find its light, so we may steer ourselves to God.    
One:  Though the sky is clear, we feel storm-tossed and blown by the world’s winds.  
All:    We are here to know the safety of God’s harbor sheltering us.  
One:  We are gathered in the glorious and gladdening presence of our God.  
All:    This is a time of togetherness.  This is a time of belonging.  This is a time to open 
our hearts to God’s will and give praise and thanks.  Let us worship today with joy!    
  

 
 
 
 



First Scripture Reading Luke 18. 18 - 27 (NRSV)   The Rich Ruler.           Andrew Hudson 
 

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 20 You know the commandments: 
‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; Honor your father and mother.’” 21 He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.” 22 When 
Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the 
money[c] to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 23 But when he heard 
this, he became sad; for he was very rich. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 He replied, “What is impossible for 
mortals is possible for God.” 
 
Anthem “Somebody’s Knockin’ At Your Door” arr. Moses Hogan 
 
Pastoral Welcome    Pastor 
 

“Church Chat” Social with others via ZOOM! 
Each Sunday @ 1:00 PM - Use the ZOOM link below to connect and join us! 
Davis UMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Church Chat 
Time: Each Sunday at 01:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85234638349?pwd=Z3B3ZER2UkFQd05rY21oQ3Q5eXpWdz09 
Meeting ID: 852 3463 8349 
Password: DUMCrba020 

 
Moment with Children/Song             “Jesus Loves the Little Children”   Julia Butler 

 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 
Every color shining bright, we are precious in his sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the world! 

 
The Peace of Christ is Given to All                                  
One: The peace of the living Christ be with you all! 
All:     And also with you! 

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE LIVING WORD 

 
Focus Scripture    Matthew 13. 45 – 46  (NRSV)      Pastor 
 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of 
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 
Witness to the Word     “The Pearl of Great Price”  

 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 
1. What would you say is your ultimate value, your “pearl”? 
2. How would you describe your vision of the “kingdom of heaven”? 
 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25702c
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85234638349?pwd=Z3B3ZER2UkFQd05rY21oQ3Q5eXpWdz09


WE OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS TO GOD 
 

**Prayer Hymn  “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (v. 1-3)     UMH # 277 
 

1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear, 
Things I would ask him to tell me if he were here. 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 
 
2. Oh, let me hear how the children stood round his knee. 
I shall imagine his blessings resting on me; 
Words full of kindness, deeds full of grace, 
All in the love-light of Jesus’ face. 
 
3. Tell me, in accents of wonder, how rolled the sea, 
Tossing the boat in a tempest on Galilee! 
And how the Master, ready and kind, 
Chided the billows and hushed the wind. 

 
Praying in Community 

    One: The Lord be with you.  Let us pray together. 
 

Beloved Creator,   
You have laid one generous blessing after another in our hands.  You have given us Your 

Law, so that we can live in peace with one another.  You have given us room enough in our 
hearts to hold compassion and love.  You have given us minds that can find treatments and 
vaccines for the illnesses in the world.  We pray for Your guidance to use your blessings well, 
Lord.  We pray for clarity, and the energy that hope brings.  In Jesus’ name we turn as ever to 
You.        Amen. 
 
Community/Silent Prayer  
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kin-dom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 
 

WE OFFER OUR SELVES & OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
 

Ministry Announcements & An Invitation to Give Pastor 
 

We are each a part of God’s kin-dom, where for each need, a matching gift is given to us.  Our 
task is to discern those needs so that God’s love may be poured out. You are invited now to give 
towards the meeting of those needs, and the fulfillment of our ministries. 

 
 



To give online and have it channeled to the special offering fund, please click on or visit this link: 
https://onrealm.org/DavisUnitedMeth/give/specialoffering. 
This will allow you to make your donation electronically.  

If mailing a check, please allow for extra processing time. 
You can find information about this month’s special offering in the announcements section below. 

 
Offertory Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart  

 
**Doxology                “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH # 95 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavn’ly hosts 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
**Prayer of Dedication Andrew 

 

Loving God, we bring to you a share of our blessings so that we may minister to our Sisters and 
Brothers in Your kin-dom.  You see the needs of our world, please guide us to fulfill them. We 
thank You for giving us the opportunity to serve, and for filling our world with Your love.  Amen. 
 

WE GO TO SERVE GOD & OUR NEIGHBORS IN ALL WE DO 
 
**Hymn of Benediction  “Forth in Thy Name” (v. 1, 2, 5) UMH # 438 

 

1. Forth in your name, O Lord, I go,  
my daily labor to pursue,  
you only, Lord, resolved to know  
in all I think or speak or do.  
 
2. The task your wisdom has assigned  
here let me cheerfully fulfill;  
in all my work your presence find,  
and prove your good and perfect will. 
 
5.Then with delight may I employ  
all that your bounteous grace has given, 
and run my earthly course with joy, 
and closely walk with you in heaven. 

 
**Responsive Benediction                                   Pastor Brandon 
 

May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and superficial 
relationships, that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart.  AMEN. 
 

May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you 
may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people.   AMEN. 
 

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, 
starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them 
and transform their pain into joy.        AMEN. 
 

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN make a difference in 
this world, so that you are able, with God's grace, to do what others claim cannot be done.    AMEN. 
 

And the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus the Incarnate Word who is the Christ and our brother, 
and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and Guide, be with you and remain with you, this day and 
forevermore. ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD. 

 
Postlude “O Word of God Incarnate”  

  

https://onrealm.org/DavisUnitedMeth/give/specialoffering


Announcements and Milestones 
 
The Birthday List Is Here! 
 
July 13th  Cooper Seguin  
July 23rd Lorraine Beaman 
July 23rd Mary Jean Burke 
July 23rd Kristin Thebaud 
July 24th Louanne Horsfield 
July 25th Audaija Rae Bowens 
July 25th Roland McCoy 
July 25th Kay Singleton 
July 28th Julise Johanson 
July 29th Roberta Orcutt 

 
 
This Month’s Special Offering - July 19:  Aid To Africa 
 

This month's special offering will benefit three projects in Africa:  Africa University and Fairfield Children's Homes 
in Zimbabwe, and Ganta Hospital in Liberia.  
 

Larry and Jane Kies are UMC missionaries in Zimbabwe.  The Kies attended our church while studying at UCD, 
and our church has had a covenant relationship with them for many years.  Africa University is a Methodist-
affiliated, Pan-African university.  The school has over 40% international students and 51% are female.  Its 
mission is to provide for the acquisition of general and professional skills in the context of sound spiritual and 
moral practices.  www.africau.edu/ 
 

Fairfield Children's Homes, also located near Mutare, provides love and care for approximately 80 abandoned 
and orphaned children.  The original orphanage was built on land donated by the UMC and this project receives 
both volunteer and financial support from UM churches around the world.  www.fosakids.org 
 

Ganta UM Hospital in Liberia also has a local connection as UMC missionary Victor Taryor, who until recently 
was hospital administrator, spent time in Davis as well.  Before the establishment of Ganta Hospital in 1926, this 
rural area had no medical services at all.  In addition to providing health services to over 30,000 people in Liberia, 
Guinea, and Ivory Coast, the hospital reaches out to implement safe water and sanitation 
projects.  www.gantahospital.com 
 
Grace Garden Schedule Update 
Summer Hours: 8-10am 
 

Summer is here. We are in need of volunteers this summer! The students (the backbone of our volunteers) are 
gone and I don't expect there will be many coming out this summer. We need help with harvesting, compost 
turning, spreading bark chips, weeding and other special projects. Our summer schedule is 8am to 10am, 
Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  Please contact Cid at cidbarcellos@sbcglobal.net, sign up on the Master 
Gardener calendar, or check out our website and click on Sign-Up 
Genius, https://sites.google.com/site/gracegardendavis.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.africau.edu/
http://www.fosakids.org/
http://www.gantahospital.com/
mailto:cidbarcellos@sbcglobal.net
https://sites.google.com/site/gracegardendavis


 
Service and Justice Postcard Ministry, July 2020 
Advocate for Justice in July 
 

Our July Service and Justice link contains information, postcard scripts, and other avenues for advocacy on 
many issues.  The Trump Administration is currently making dramatic changes to immigration policies, including 
policies related to political asylum, DACA, Temporary Protection Status, and student visas.   Speak out on 
immigration, in support of demilitarization of the police, in opposition to Israeli expansion into the West Bank, 
and more.  We also have scripts for thank you cards to our Congressional representatives who are calling for an 
independent investigation into the disappearance and death of Vanessa Guillen, and the judge who recently 
ordered an environmental review of the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
 
Our postcard link is here: Postcard Ministry For July, 2020 
 
If you find our postcard information helpful during this time of social distancing, please let us know by contacting 
Susan Padgett (sdpadgett@sbcglobal.net) or Sharon Marcacci (sharons_mail@yahoo.com).  
 
From Bishop Carcaño: 
Debriefing Regarding Reopening Protocols 
 

Let Us Take on the Responsibility of Doing Good In a Time of Grave Concern 
 
The Bishop's letter can also be found on the Conference Website here. Please take a moment to read it. 
 
calnev-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/efa0604817fe946355f75917be59738f 
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/847e91ea001/d01693e6-d321-43e7-b6ba-3b6bc46c7162.docx
mailto:sdpadgett@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sharons_mail@yahoo.com
http://calnev-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/efa0604817fe946355f75917be59738f

