
 

A Message From Africa University 

 
 
 
 

November 22, 2020 – 11:00 a.m.  
 

“Pre-recorded” Worship Today! 
 

Davis United Methodist Church 
 

We Are a Reconciling and an Inclusive Community of Faith Open 
and Affirming to the LGBTQIA Community and to All 

Committed to Living and Teaching The Love of Jesus Christ 
 



Order of Service for the Worship of God 
 
 

UMH = United Methodist Hymnal      FWS = Faith We Sing 
 

GOD CALLS US TO GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
“In the name of Jesus, the Christ and our brother, you are most welcome!” 

 
The Light of God’s Presence is Among Us 
 
Prelude “Sweet Hour of Prayer” arr. Marsh 

 
**Hymn of Worship “Crown Him With Many Crowns”  UMH # 327
 Crown Him with many crowns, 

  The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark! how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
  All music but its own! 
  Awake, my soul, and sing 
  Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King 
  Through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Virgin’s Son, 
  The God Incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
  Which now His brow adorn: 
  Fruit of the mystic Tree, 
  As of that Tree the Stem; 
The Root whence flows Thy mercy free, 
  The Babe of Bethlehem. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of peace, 
  Whose power a scepter sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
  And all be prayer and praise. 
  His reign shall know no end, 
  And round His pierced feet 
Fair flowers of glory now extend 
  Their fragrance ever sweet. 

  
Call To Worship  Pastor 
 

One:  We are together, sheltered from the rain and wind of an aging Autumn.  
All:    Together in everyday life, in everyday love.  
One:  We are together, the sun lighting our faces, as trees shake free of old leaves.  
All:    Together in hope, in faith, in fellowship.    
One:  We are gathered together in His name, the Good Shepherd, the Prince of Peace.   
All:    We are gathered to worship God and Christ and Holy Spirit, to raise up songs to them, 

to celebrate, to praise!    
 
Anthem “We Gather Together”  



  
Pastoral Welcome   Pastor Brandon 
 
Moment with Children/Song             “Jesus Loves the Little Children”  Jane Kies 

 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 
Every color shining bright, we are precious in his sight. 
Jesus loves the little children of the world! 

 
The Peace of Christ is Given to All                                  
One: The peace of the living Christ be with you all! 
All:     And also with you! 

 
WE LISTEN FOR THE LIVING WORD 

 
Focus Scripture     Acts 26. 12-16 (NRSV) Larry and Jane Kies 
 

12 “With this in mind, I was traveling to Damascus with the authority and commission of 
the chief priests, 13 when at midday along the road, your Excellency, I saw a light from 
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my companions. 14 When we had 
all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.’ 15 I asked, ‘Who 
are you, Lord?’ The Lord answered, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get 
up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to 
serve and testify to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will 
appear to you. 

 
Witness to the Word A Message From Jane & Larry Kies - Africa University 
 

WE OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS TO GOD 
 

**Prayer Hymn  “This Is My Song” UMH # 437 
 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine; 
this is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine: 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine: 
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

May truth and freedom come to every nation; 
may peace abound where strife has raged so long; 
that each may seek to love and build together, 
a world united, righting every wrong; 
a world united in its love for freedom, 
proclaiming peace together in one song. 

 



Praying in Community  
 

One: The Lord be with you.  Let us pray together. 
Beloved Creator,  
May you be blessed, My Lord, for the gift of our Sun, by whom the day is enlightened.  May 
you be blessed, My Lord, for the gift of the Moon and Stars in the heavens, fair and clear.  
 

May you be blessed, My Lord, for the Wind, for the air, for cloud and calm. May you be 
blessed, My Lord, for the Water, life-giving, humble, pure and precious.  
 

May you be blessed, My Lord, for the Fire, bright, noble and beautiful. May you be blessed, 
My Lord, for our Mother the Earth, who sustains and nourishes us.  
 

Happy are those who abide in peace, for through you, most high God, they will be redeemed.  
Amen.   -From The Canticle of the Sun, St. Francis of Assisi 

 
Community/Silent Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
                       

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kin-dom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.   Amen. 

 

WE OFFER OUR SELVES & OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
 

An Invitation to Give   
 

We are humbled to have been given so many gifts!  In the present hour we know we have been 
entrusted with gifts that are meant to be passed on to others.  Let’s take this opportunity to share 
our blessings, in a day where so many stand in need.  Let’s give, joyfully.   
 

To give online and have it channeled to the special offering fund, please click on or visit this link: 
https://onrealm.org/DavisUnitedMeth/give/specialoffering. 
This will allow you to make your donation electronically.  

If mailing a check, please allow for extra processing time. 
You can find information about this month’s special offering in the announcements section below. 

 
Offertory “Lead Me to Prayer” with Beethoven’s ‘Sonata Pathetique’ arr. Lopez 
  
**Doxology                “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” FWS # 2036 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 
 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 
 

Give thanks! 
**Prayer of Dedication  

 

Loving God, we seek to copy Your generosity and we gladly share our blessings.  There are 
many who are in need and we thank You for giving us this opportunity to serve the siblings You 
have given us.  Amen. 

https://onrealm.org/DavisUnitedMeth/give/specialoffering


WE GO TO SERVE GOD & OUR NEIGHBORS IN ALL WE DO 
 

**Hymn of Benediction  “What Does the Lord Require of You” FWS # 2174 
 

1. What does the Lord require of you? 
What does the Lord require of you? 
 

2. Justice, kindness, 
walk humbly with your God. 
 

3. To seek justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God.  

 

**Benediction (paraphrased – The Rev. William Sloane Coffin)  
 

May God give you the grace never to sell yourself short; 
Grace to risk something big for something good; and 
Grace to remember that the world is now 
too dangerous for anything but the truth and 
too small for anything but love. 
So, may God take our minds and think through them; 
Take our lips and speak through them; 
Take our hearts and set them on fire!  Amen. 

 
Postlude “Come Ye Thankful People Come” 

 
November Special Offering:  The Mountain Maidu (Summit Consortium) 
 

Note:  We are accepting donations to our special offering at any time during the month.  Please indicate 
on your check or in your e-giving that your donation is for the special offering. If giving electronically, 
please follow the link in the bulletin to direct your gift effectively.  
 

The church special offering in November is designated for support of Native American social justice 
efforts and environmental protection.  The Service & Justice Committee decided this year to support a local 
California Native American group engaged in environmental activism. After some research we decided to support 
the Maidu Summit Consortium with the full November offering.  Here’s some background on the Maidu Summit 
Consortium.   

The Mountain Maidu homeland includes the upper Feather River watershed, an area extending from 
Oroville up to headwaters near places now known as Beldon, Portola, Taylorsville, Greenville, and Chester.  With 
the gold rush and California statehood, government representatives negotiated treaties with the Mountain Maidu 
in 1851-52 but the treaties were never ratified by Congress and the government assumed ownership of the land.  
In 1887 the Indian Allotment Act authorized allocation of 160-acre plots to individual Maidu families in an effort 
to promote individualism and break down tribal customs and identity.  From 1887 through the 1930’s cattle, 
timber, and hydroelectric interests endeavored to buy (mostly through coercion), steal, or otherwise acquire 
these allotments, leaving most Maidu peoples landless.  This history is recounted in detail in Beth Rose 
Middleton’s book Upstream: Trust Lands and Power on the Feather River (University of Arizona Press, 2018).  
Middleton is Professor of Native American Studies at UCD. 
 Our November offering will help support the Consortium’s administrative capacity and conservation 
efforts in Humbug Valley.  Their long-run plans for Humbug Valley consist of three projects.  The immediate effort 
is ecological restoration of the valley, including meadow restoration and forest fuel reduction (to mitigate wildfire 
dangers).  Ultimately they hope to construct a culture center that will educate the public about Maidu history and 
culture as well as forest ecology.  Finally they plan to reserve 40 acres in a remote location for their own spiritual 
and cultural practices.  These 40 acres would be closed to the public but all other Humbug Valley lands would 
be open to the public for ecologically respectful recreation, education, and enjoyment. 

The Mountain Maidu people have been incredibly resilient in the face of genocide, government betrayal, 
and loss of land.  Let us be generous in helping them reclaim their land and heritage.   
  



Announcements and Milestones 
 
Birthdays: 
 

November 22nd: Noah Papagni 
November 25th: Kristi Lin 
November 27th: Ashlyn Barbieri 
November 28th: Linda Deos 
November 28th: Dave Woods 
November 29th: Rosa Washington-Olson 

 
Church Office Scheduling Note 
 

Greetings! The church office will be closed on Thursday November 26th and Friday the 27th to 
celebrate Thanksgiving remotely. Please enjoy your day and be as safe as possible. 
 
Special Offering For December: Paul’s Place Service & Justice 
 

December's Special Offering is going entirely to Paul's Place this year. Paul's Place is a multi-functional 
housing center designed to serve the most vulnerable individuals living homeless in Davis by providing 
housing and wraparound services.   Please give generously to help support our unhoused neighbors. 
 
Alternative Giving Fair News Susan Padgett 
 

As we all know, Covid-19 has changed so much in our lives, including the way we gather together in 
Church and the way we celebrate holidays.  In past years, our church has held an "Alternative Giving 
Fair" at Christmastime where various non-profit organizations, such as Sahaya, the Heifer Project, 
Sierra Club and our own Grace Garden, offered items for sale or accepted donations that we could 
then give as gifts to our loved ones. This year, such an in-person gathering is not possible, so look for 
a virtual version of the Alternative Giving Fair in December.  More information will be coming soon. 
 
Advent Approaches! Joyce Smuda 
 

This year your worship committee is inviting each household to participate in a “Hanging of the Greens” 
project.  Do as little or as much decoration of your home with evergreens (or faux evergreens) as you 
wish, then send in a picture of your results for a slideshow during Nov. 29th Advent service.  We gladly 
receive any evergreens, yard trimmings, or excess branches from your Christmas Tree, and can make 
available for others to use: deposit them or collect them at our church site.  Call Joyce Smuda at 530-
304-8858 (worship committee chairperson) to discuss specifics. 

Grace Garden Holiday Hours Cid Barcellos and Gwen Oliver 
 

Grace Garden will be closed Thanksgiving (11/26) and Nov 28th. We will also close in December, from 
the 24th thru Jan 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STARTING THIS WEEK!: Manger and Mystery, An Advent Adventure Dori Marshall 
An Advent study by Marilyn Brown Oden 

 
Isaiah 43:19 announces, “Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-new. It’s bursting out!  
Don’t you see it?”  (The Message Bible) 

 

This, of all years, with everything upside-down and inside-out, we’re all wondering how the 
Advent and Christmas season can be observed and celebrated.  If we can’t travel, can’t gather all our 
generations around one feasting table, crammed shoulder-to-shoulder indoors for the Nutcracker 
ballet or Christmas Eve candlelight service, what will it be like? 

Perhaps more than any other year in recent memory, this may be the year to consider this an 
opportunity to look at our spiritual practices surrounding the holidays as a time for adventure. 

In five weekly Zoom sessions, to be held on successive Tuesdays at 7:00 PM through Advent, 
we will study and adventure together through Ms. Oden’s book to unlock the mystery of Isaiah’s 
words of long ago. Here is the plan: Session 1 Nov. 24 Recovering the Stable 
   Session 2 Dec. 1  Rekindling the Sacred 
         Session 3 Dec. 8  Remembering the Song 
   Session 4 Dec. 15 Reclaiming the Star 
   Session 5 Dec. 22 Recalling the Story, Restoring the Call 
 

To register and reserve your place and book, please e-mail me at dori.marshall@gmail.com or 
call me at 530-219-5221.  Books are on first come, first served basis, as long as supply lasts. (Books 
are $5.00 and I have 16 available as of November 10). Let’s adventure together!  Dori Marshall, 
Facilitator 

 
Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter (IRWS) Rita Lundin 
 

THANK YOU for your generous response last month. Besides your abundant donations of furniture and 
supplies, we received $1,025 to send to IRWS. 
 

The Interfaith Rotating Winter Shelter is unable to operate its normal winter shelter this year due 
to COVID-19. Our Davis Emergency Shelter Program (DESP) will shelter up to 40 people who are most 
vulnerable to COVID-19 in apartments. In order to help protect other unsheltered residents of Davis 
from the cold, IRWS is raising emergency funds to buy sleeping bags, hand warmers, gloves, socks, 
hats, and other warm clothing. You can donate via PayPal at interfaith-shelter.org, Cash App (user 
name is: $IRWSdavis), or mail your check to IRWS 412 C Street Davis 95616. Please email any 
questions to irws@interfaith-shelter.org. Thank you!  

 
A Christmas Gift For Our Staff Staff Parish Relations Committee 
 

Our Staff-Parish Relations Committee encourages your holiday giving for the benefit of our staff, who 
offer their best in ministry with us throughout the year. As you are able, please contribute generously 
toward this year's Christmas gift which we will distribute to them for the holidays. Checks for the gift 
should be made to Davis UMC and please note “staff gift” on your check. Please send your gift with 
enough time for it to be received at the church by December 15th.  Please (please!) do not mail 
cash to the church. 
 

In these times, electronic and text giving options may suit you. The link is 
https://onrealm.org/DavisUnitedMeth/give/Staff. To give via text, right from your phone, send a text 
message in the format "DavisUMC Staff $X" (Where X is the amount offered) to 73256.  
  

Contact the Finance Secretaries (finance@davisumc.org) with any questions about this year's staff 
offering- and thank you! 
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