
 
 
 

 

February 2024 
 

SUNDAY  4th          “Becoming the People of God” – with Communion 
 

    Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40. 21 - 31 

Focus Scripture:  Mark 1. 29 - 39 
  

Jesus had a singular focus in the moment: time with God. He knew what it was to wait on God. He knew the effort it required and the focus it needed. 

He knew that the only way to walk and not faint, to run and not be weary, is to continually take time to be with God, to set aside everything else to 

fully be present with the source of his strength and direction. He knew his wings would come only when he would wait on the Lord.   

A part of waiting on the Lord means not getting caught up in what we can’t understand or explain. Instead, we trust that he did what he was 

called to do. Just as we must do what we are called to do. These are wings we fly with, as the people of God we are becoming. The wings of call, the 

wings of service, the wings of love that bring us into the kingdom we seek to embrace and promote. So, let us walk and not be weary, let us run and 

not faint as we seek to represent the God upon whom we wait. 

 

      

                                           Opening:  UMH #     110  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  

   Communion Songs:  TFWS # 2036  “Give Thanks” 

TFWS #  2025  “As The Deer” 

TFWS # 2162  “Grace Alone” 

UMH  #   620  “One Bread, One Body” 

Lord’s Prayer:     New Zealand Version 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  TFWS #  2238  “In the Midst of New Dimensions” 

   

SUNDAY  11th        “Crossing Over”  -  Transfiguration Sunday 

 
    Scripture Reading:  II Kings 2. 1 - 12 

Focus Scripture:   Mark 9. 2 - 9 

 

All people are called to “drink the cup” that Jesus drank; all people are called to “be baptized with his baptism.” We all must follow Jesus on the way 

to the cross and be prepared to take up his mantle when we are called. 

The characteristic urgency of Mark continues when the cloud dissipates. Immediately, Jesus instructs the disciples to “tell no one,” and get back 

to work. In Mark, just like in the Book of Kings, “crossing over” brings growing pains. But ready or not, the time is now for the followers of Jesus to 

respond to his invitations to ministry. For Mark, the need for disciples- both then and now- to grasp Jesus’ true identity in light of the cross could not 

be more urgent. For “behold, the Kingdom of God is at hand.” 
  

 

Children’s Moment: Megan Houpt 

                                           Opening:  UMH #    77  “How Great Thou Art” 

       Prayer:  UMH #  454  “Open My Eyes, That I May See” (v.1, 2) 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  See Below           “I Am the Light of the World” –lyrics below 

          

 

I Am the Light of the World  
by Jim Strathdee (Desert Flower Music) 

 

CHORUS:  I am the Light of the World 

You people come and follow me. 

If you follow and love, You'll learn the mystery 

Of what you were meant to do and be. 

 

1. When the song of the angels is stilled. 

When the star in the sky is gone. 

When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home. 

The work of Christmas is begun!  CHORUS 

 

2. To find the lost and lonely one, 

To heal that broken soul with love, 

To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

To feel the earth below the sky above! CHORUS 

 

3. To free the prisoner from all chains, 

To make the powerful care, 

To rebuild the nations with strength and goodwill, 

To see God’s people everywhere.  CHORUS 

 

4. To bring hope to every task you do, 

To dance at a baby's new birth, 

To make music in an old person's heart, 

And sing to the colors of the earth!  CHORUS 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

SUNDAY  14th        12:00 PM - “Wandering Heart”  Ash Wednesday Service 

 

    Lectio Divina:   Psalm 51. 1 - 17 
 

 

                                           Opening:  UMH # 399  “Take My Life, and Let It Be” (tune #694) 

Ashes Music:              TFWS # 2025  “As the Deer” 

      “Grace Alone” 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

  

SUNDAY  18th        Lent I: Wandering Heart: “Jesus Sought Me” 
 

    Scripture Reading:  Psalm 25. 1 - 10 

Focus Scripture:   Luke 5. 1 - 11 
 

 

Peter had a wandering heart. Jesus was always there to catch Peter, to walk beside him, to wash his feet, and to offer love. In Peter’s story, we find 

Jesus. Peter’s wandering faith ebbed and flowed, pushed away and pulled close. But he was always tethered to the love of God. This Lent, we’re joining 

Peter in figuring out faith. We will wander alongside him, glimpsing Jesus through his eyes.  
 

          Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  UMH  # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  TFWS # 2130   “The Summons” (vs. 1, 4, 5) 

   

SUNDAY  25th        Lent II: Wandering Heart: “Rescue Me From Danger” 
 

    First Reading;  Psalm 22. 23 - 31 

Focus Scripture:   Matthew 14. 22 - 33 
 

 

As a new disciple, perhaps Peter wants to prove himself. Boldly, in the middle of a storm, Peter steps out of the boat to join Jesus who is walking on 

top of the waves. He, too, walks on water until the wind shakes his trust and he begins to sink. Many of us know what it feels like to be thrown off 

balance, to feel as if we’re sinking. Maybe this looks like doubt, unexpected change, too-busy seasons of life, devastating grief, or distance from God. 

In this story, we empathize with the desperation Peter feels as he cries out, and we pray for God to save us when we sink.  
 

           Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  UMH  # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   505/220 “When Our Confidence Is Shaken” (1, 3, 5) tune 220 

        

 

March 2024 
 

SUNDAY  3rd          Lent III: Wandering Heart: “Praise the Mount”communion 
 

    First Reading: Psalm 19 

Focus Scripture:  Matthew 16. 13 - 20 
  

“Praise the mount of God’s unchanging love. . . ” This lyric represents Peter’s mountaintop faith moment. It speaks to spiritual euphoria and feeling 

the closeness of God. In this story, Peter proclaims who Jesus is. He speaks with conviction. Peter claims his faith. If you had to speak your faith in 

one sentence or phrase, what would you say? When we have the courage to say, “This, I believe...” then that conviction has a ripple effect on others. 

When life gets rocky, we lean on mountaintop moments and our deepest convictions to see us through.  

Let us reflect on our own spiritual journeys and consider the seeds of revelation in our lives. They shape our understanding of God and draw us 

closer to God. May our journeys be marked by the continuous growth of these seeds of revelation, leading to an unwavering devotion to God’s direction. 

Just as Jesus affirmed Peter’s confession, may we find affirmation in our faith, as God sees the best version of ourselves and continues to plant the 

seeds of the way ahead.  
 

Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  TFWS # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

Lord’s Prayer:     New Zealand Version 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   707          “Hymn of Promise” 

    

SUNDAY  10th        Lent IV: Wandering Heart: “I’m Fixed Upon It” 
 

    First Reading; Psalm 107. 1 – 3, 17 - 22 

Focus Scripture:  Matthew 16. 21 - 23 
  

When your world unravels and your beliefs are tested, you may cling to what you know. As Jesus foretells his death and resurrection, Peter protests. 

Peter is fixed upon the way he thinks things should go; he resists the pain of what will come. But Jesus is fixed upon his calling and calls Peter out. For 

everyone, there comes a time when your faith is tested and you will have to face difficult and inconvenient truths. We may want to take the easier path, 

the path with less pain. We may want to cling to easy or simplistic answers. Instead, what does it look like to welcome complexity? Can you stay fixed 

upon your convictions while also expanding your perspective?  

 

Children’s Moment:  Megan Houpt 

Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  TFWS # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   560            “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

            



 
 
 

 

SUNDAY  17th        Lent V: Wandering Heart: “Teach Me” 
  

 

    First Reading: Psalm 119. 9 - 16 

Focus Scripture:  Matthew 18. 15 - 22 
 

Peter is often all or nothing—either resisting Jesus or drawing closer to him in earnest. In this scripture, we see a version of Peter who is hungry to 

learn. His posture is humble and open—he wants to absorb Jesus’ teachings like a wet sponge. He asks a question and might expect a straightforward 

answer: “How many times should I forgive?” Instead, Jesus’ math is not predictable—it’s infinite. Forgiveness is abundant; grace is not earned. In your 

own faith, do you find comfort in theological formulas? Do you wish for straightforward answers? Can you let go of black-and-white thinking and 

instead embrace the infinite colors of grace?  

 

Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  TFWS # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  TFWS # 2162  “Grace Alone” 

          

SUNDAY  24th   Wandering Heart: “Rescue Me From Danger” -- Palm Sunday 
  

 

Focus Scripture:  John 12. 12 – 16 

Scripture Reading: John 13.   1 - 20 
 

As Holy week begins, Peter is no longer front and center, and so we imagine he is with the rest of the disciples when Jesus enters Jerusalem on a colt. 

As they witness crowds shouting hosannas, the disciples are confused. When they look back on this experience, perhaps they will remember the songs. 

The singing is surely etched in their memories. As we imagine ourselves in the crowd on this day, may we remember that they are supposed to be 

praising Caesar, but instead they are shouting for the one entering the city on a donkey. Their singing is subversive, courageous, and contagious. Their 

praise shows the ripple effect of public displays of faith.  

Later that day, during the Last Supper, Jesus kneels to wash his disciples’ feet. When he comes to Peter, we see a similar pattern unfold yet 

again: reluctance then exuberance. Peter initially resists, but then he wholeheartedly submits. We see this duality in Peter often, but do we also see 

these patterns in ourselves? Peter is named “Cephas,” which means “the rock.” In this story, we imagine that God’s grace reshapes him in the way that 

water softens the rough edges of stone. When we, like Peter, are reluctant and resistant to receiving love, can we remember that streams of mercy are 

never ceasing? Will we be reshaped by grace?  

 

 

       Procession of the Palms:  UMH  #   733  Marching to Zion 

Hymn:  UMH  #   400  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

           Prayer:  TFWS # 2165  “Cry of My Heart” 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   261  “Lord of the Dance” (vs. 1, 3, 5) 

        

 

FRIDAY    29th    Wandering Heart: “Prone to Leave the God I Love” – Good Friday 

    12:00 to 3:00 PM – Stations of Peter 
 

12:00 PM  No Live Stream 
  

 

Focus Scripture:  John 18. 1 – 27 

 

On this Holy day, we are paying close attention to how Peter acts in Jesus’ final hours. So much happens in a short amount of time: Jesus predicts 

Peter’s denial, soldiers come and Peter draws his sword, Jesus is arrested and Peter denies him, Peter denies Jesus again and again and the cock crows, 

then Jesus is crucified and dies. Peter is prone to mess up, to fight, to deny, to leave, to seek safety for himself. But aren’t we all? May we lament all 

the ways we are prone to leave the God we love.  

 

 

SUNDAY  31st         Easter Day 
 

  8:00 AM Early Service – Contemplative 
 

12:00 PM  No Live Stream 
  

Each month that end with a 5th Sunday, we convene for a contemplative worship service.  Mindful music, Sacred Reading – i.e. “Lectio Divina”, 

complementary visuals and prayer, allows us to engage our spirits on a level less accessible in our traditional worship services.  There is no sermon; 

the message is what we discern in our contemplations and reflections as a community of faith.  Each segment of the worship service is intentionally 

structured to maximize freedom of the Spirit among us.  Please arrive on time to drink fully of this generous offering from our team of contemplatives: 

Janice Morand, Kitty Hudson-Cawley, Susie O’Bryant, Carol Jewell, Susan Woods, Dori Marshall, Ann Dillner, and Pastor Brandon.  If you find this 

experience inviting, perhaps you would like to join the team.  Please contact Pastor Brandon, if so, and invite those you know who might find this a 

nourishing experience for their soul to this service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

10:00 AM Later Service - Traditional 
 

    Focus Scripture:  Luke 24. 1 - 12 
  

We might expect that, after denying Christ, Peter would cower in shame—or perhaps even run away in an attempt to leave his past behind him. Instead, 

when he hears the news from the women, he doesn’t dismiss them like the other disciples. He gets up and runs to the tomb. When he peers into the 

empty tomb and sees the linen cloth, he is filled with awe. Even after the biggest failures, even after the worst-case scenario has happened, can we run 

toward hope? Like Peter, will we keep going? Will we keep looking for God in our midst?  

 

                                           Opening:  UMH  #   302             “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  (1,2,3) 

UMH  #     89   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  

           Prayer:  TFWS #   196  “This Is My Song” (vs. 3 revised) 
 

   This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kin-doms: 
   Thy kin-dom come; on earth thy will be done. 
   Lead us now to live as Christs in God’s love, 
   And hearts united learn to live as one. 
   O hear my prayer, thou God of all the nations; 
   Myself I give thee; let thy will be done. 
 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  TFWS  # 2115            “Christ Has Risen” (vs. 1,2, and 4) 

          

 

April 2024 
 

SUNDAY  7th          Wandering Heart: “Here’s My Heart”   w/ Communion 
 

     

Focus Scripture:  John 21. 1 - 19 
  

Though Peter’s story does not end with the conclusion of the Gospels, we finish our series with Peter’s encounter with the risen Christ. In this final 

week, we come full circle with Peter. He has dropped his nets, walked on water, professed his faith, been rebuked, received foot washing, denied Jesus, 

and run to the tomb. And now, Jesus once again meets him at the shoreline where Peter is casting his nets. Jesus offers abundant nourishment and also 

a new command: “Feed my sheep.” Then he turns to Peter and asks three times, “Do you love me?” It’s as if Jesus says, “Here’s my heart,” which 

washes over Peter’s three denials like a healing balm. No matter how far we wander, may we entrust our hearts to God. No matter if our faith is strong 

or weak, what we can give is our love.  
 

     

                                            Opening:  TFWS # 2046  “Womb of Life” (vs. 1,2,3) 

    

               Communion:  TFWS # 2254 & # 2130 play through communion distribution 

Lord’s Prayer:     New Zealand Version 

      Doxology:  UMH  #     94   Praise God, … All Blessings Flow - Alleluia 

   Benediction:  UMH  #   344  “Tu Has Venido a la Orilla” 

 

SUNDAY  14th        Guest Preacher 
 

   

When Mary finds the tomb empty, she stands weeping at the vacant grave. Jesus, mysteriously appearing as the gardener, 

asks her: “Why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” In the haze of grief, Mary can only see what is right before 

her— 

 

Children’s Moment:  Megan Houpt 

 

SUNDAY  21st        Guest Preacher 
  

 

    

The good news of God may have started with angels, but it was spread by human  

 

  


