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Epiphany Light for a New Year 
 
The season of Epiphany arrives just as a new year begins, offering a grace-filled intersection of revelation and 
renewal. Epiphany remembers the light of Christ made known to the nations, symbolized by the star that 
guided the Magi. The new year invites reflection on where that light is still breaking through and where it is 
urgently needed. Our current worship series helps us to remember how we are to live in light of the newborn 
Christ. 
 
Recent news reminds us that the world enters this year carrying heavy burdens. Ongoing wars, ICE 
raids/shootings, political unrest, economic uncertainty, climate-related disasters, and deep social divisions 
continue to shape daily life for many. Headlines can leave hearts weary and spirits anxious. For some, the new 
year feels less like a fresh start and more like a continuation of unresolved pain and fear. 
 
Epiphany speaks directly into this reality. The story does not deny darkness, it shines within it. The Magi 
traveled by night. They navigated uncertainty, crossed borders, and encountered both wonder and danger. Yet 
they followed the light they were given, trusting that God was already at work beyond familiar boundaries. 
 
For the church, Epiphany is a reminder that God’s light is not confined to safe or predictable places. Christ is 
revealed among people and nations often overlooked, and God’s purposes unfold even amid instability. This 
season calls the community of faith to watch carefully for signs of grace in a complicated world—and to 
participate in making that grace visible through acts of compassion, justice, and hope. 
 
As this new year begins, Epiphany invites a posture of holy attentiveness. Rather than despairing at the news 
or retreating from it (which is so tempting to do) , the church is called to respond with prayerful courage. Small 
lights matter: kindness offered, truth spoken with love, generosity practiced, and solidarity shown with those 
who suffer. 
 
The star still shines. The world still longs for good news. Epiphany assures us that God is present, revealed, 
and moving, calling the church to reflect that light into a new year that needs it deeply. 
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This poem was making the rounds on Facebook and I found it to be very hopeful during times like these. 
 
 
 


