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I thought you all might like to know a little bit more of how I became involved at church camp and why I 
continue to lead it. Last week was the 8th year Jacey and I have been a part of leadership of the California-
Nevada Conference’s Monte Toyon Camp. I have been attending church camp since I was 9 years old. Church 
camp is a wonderful way to find belonging for kids and adults. I’m hoping DUMC will have some more 
representation next year! I call Monte Toyon a thin place, a phrase often used in the celtic traditions to describe 
a location where the boundary between the physical world and the spiritual realm feels connected. I truly 
experience God at church camp, even with the craziness of the children, the schedule, the arts and crafts, and 
the silly camp songs. Camp is also how we came to know our chosen kid, whom some of you have met at 
church, Rayne Diamond. I thought I would invite them to share a little bit of why church camp is important to 
them. 

 
 
Sanctuary in the Redwoods: Why Monte Toyon is Important 

 
In a world where home is a battlefield and church is often the ammunition, an affirming faith camp can be the 
unexpected sanctuary that saves a queer youth's life. For myself, I found that to be very true. 
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At 15 years old, I had never been to a camp, let alone a church camp in the middle of the redwoods. Monte 
Toyon was the sanctuary I desperately needed. As a young queer person in a small town, I struggled to find a 
place to belong. At church, a heavy silence hung around the inclusion of queer people, and in other aspects of 
my life, I faced complete rejection. 
 
Monte Toyon saved my life. More accurately, having a safe, affirming camp where I felt truly loved and cared 
for is what saved me. It was my first experience of being entirely myself, without the need to wear a facade or 
be what others wanted me to be. 
 
When I was 17, I got to share my testimony of what it is like to grow up Christian and queer; both the struggles 
and the beauty of it. Sharing my story gave me a voice, a sense of empowerment, and provided youth who 
were sitting in those exact same chairs to see a living example of survival. It showed them that you can survive 
adversity around faith and sexuality. 
 
This year, the journey came full circle. I returned to Monte Toyon as a staff member. Walking back into those 
campgrounds, I finally got to be the loving, supportive leader for a new group of youth that I always wanted and 
needed when I was their age. 
 
I got to be the person that saved me at 15.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


