A note from the Pastor
Rev. Emily can be reached at 510-815-9816 and revemily@davisumc.org

Why Is There a Pray Ground in Our Sanctuary?

This Sunday, you may notice something new when you come into worship: we have
created a pray ground near the front of the sanctuary.

A pray ground is a space specifically designed for young children to be present and
participate in worship. There will be quiet activities that give children something to do
with their hands and bodies while they listen, watch, sing, pray, and experience worship
alongside the rest of us.

And we put it at the front on purpose.

It might seem more natural to put a children's space in the back, where movement and
noise might be less noticeable. But part of what we want to communicate with the pray
ground is that children aren't something we need to hide or keep out of the way during
worship. Children are part of the worshiping community.

Young children don't experience worship in quite the same way adults do. They move.
They color. They ask questions. They may listen to a scripture reading while playing
with something in their hands. They may seem completely absorbed in an activity and
then suddenly join in a familiar song or recognize something that happens at
Communion.

All of that can be part of faith formation.

In fact, the pray ground is one expression of a larger shift we are making in how we
think about faith formation at our church. We recently changed our Children's Ministry
Position to a Faith Formation Coordinator (more on that later) because we want to think
beyond simply providing programs for children. We want to ask how children can grow
in faith as part of the whole community.

Children learn what worship is by worshiping with us. They learn the Lord's Prayer by
hearing us pray it. They learn our songs by hearing us sing them. They learn that the
Communion table belongs to them because they see themselves welcomed there. And
they learn what Christian community looks like by developing relationships with people
of many different ages.



The pray ground gives our youngest worshipers a way to begin doing that in a space
designed with them in mind. We will also keep kids in church for the full service once a
month for the communion service.

It also means that worship may occasionally sound and feel a little different. You might
hear a whispered question or a dropped crayon. You might see a child move around
during the sermon. And that's okay. We don't expect our children to already know how
to be part of worship. Being part of worship is how they learn.

This space isn't meant to separate children from their families, and no child is required
to use it. Some children will want to sit with their families. Others may move back and
forth. Some are young enough to go to the nursery. Different children need different
things, and we want to make room for that.

But the location of the pray ground does make a statement.

When children look up from what they're doing, we want them to see the Communion
table. We want them to see the cross. We want them to see the choir and the people
reading scripture and leading prayer. We want them to see the congregation worshiping
around them.

And we want the congregation to see them, too.

Because when we baptize children, we don't simply welcome them into a children's
program. We welcome them into the Church. We promise to surround them in a
community of love and forgiveness and to help nurture them in their life of faith.

A pray ground is one small way of taking that promise seriously.

So when you see our new pray ground this Sunday, | hope you won't simply see a
children's area at the front of the sanctuary.

| hope you'll see a sign of who we are trying to become: a church where our youngest
people know that they don't have to wait until they're older to belong. They belong here
now.



